The spinal abnormalities in thalidomide embryopathy.
In 1968 a study was made of the spinal changes in 32 children with multiple congenital abnormalities due to thalidomide. Twenty-eight of these children have been traced and their spinal changes reviewed. Only four patients had normal spines on radiography. In eight children, scoliosis was present and had progressed though it was still of mild degree. Disc and end-plate abnormalities were seen in 14 children, and in some appeared to be progressive, leading to intervertebral fusion.